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EW E are accufed by the French, and 

perhaps but too juftly, of having 

Pyoy, no word in our language, which 

ime anfwers to their word police, which 

> therefore we have been obliged to 

jx adopt, not having; as they fay, the 
thing. 


Ir does not occur to me that we have any one ‘word 
in our language (I~hope not from the fame reafon) to 
exprefs the ideas which they comprehend under their 
word les m@urs. Manners are. too little, morals too 
much: I fhould define it thus; 2 general exterior de- 
cency, fitne[s and propriety of conduct, in the common in- 
wedi of life. 


Crcird 
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CiceRo in his offices, makes ufe of the word decorum 
in this fenfe, to exprefs what he tells us the. Greeks 
fignified by their word (I will not fhock the eyes of my 
polite readers with Greek types) Zo Prepon. — 


Tue thing however is unqueftionably of importance, 
‘by whatever word it may be dignified or degraded, dif- 
tinguifhed or miftaken ; it fhall therefore be the fub- 
ject of this paper to explain and recommend it; and 
upon this occafion I fhall adopt the word decorum. 


Bur as I have fomie private reafons for defiring not 
to leffen the fale of thefe my lucubrations, I muft pre- 
mife that notwithftanding this ferious introduction, I 
am not going to preach either religious or moral duties. 
On the contrary, it is a {cheme of intereft which I mean 
to communicate, and which, if the fuppofed characte- 
riftic of the prefent age be true, muft, I fhould appre- 
thend, be highly acceptable to the generality of my 
readers. - 


I TAKE it for granted that the moft fenfible and in- 
formed part of mankind, I mean people of fathion, 
purfue. fingly their own interefts and pleafures; that 
they defire as far as pofflible to enjoy them exclufively, 
cand to avail themfelves of the fimplicity, the ignorance, 
and the prejudices of the vulgar, who have neither the 
fame ftrength of mind, nor the fame advantages of edu- 
cation. Now it is certain that nothing would more 
contribute to that defirable end, than a ftri&t obfervance 
of this decorum, which, as I have already hinted, does 
not extend to religious or moral duties, does nat*pro- 
hibit the folid enjoyments of vice, but only throws a 
veil of decency between it and the vulgar, conceals part 
of it's native deformity, and prevents {candal, and bad 
example. It is a fort of pepper-corn quit rent paid to 
virtue, as an acknowledgment. of it’s {uperiority ; but 
according to our prefent conftitution, is the eafy. price 
of freedom, not the tribute of vaffalage. pears 


Tuose who would be refpected by others, muft firft 
refpect themfelves. A certain exterior purity and dig- 
nity of character, command refpe&, procure credit, and 
invite confidence ; but the public exercife and oftenta- 
tion of-yice, ‘has all the contrary effects, 


THE 
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Tue middling clafs of people in this country, though 
generally ftraining to imitate their betters, have not yet 
fhaken off the prejudices of their education ; very many 
of them ftill believe in a Supreme Being, in a future 
ftate of rewards and punifhments, and retain fome coarfe 
home-fpun notions of moral good and evil. The ra- 
tional fyftem of materialifm has not yet reached them ; 
and in my opinion, it may be full as well it never fhould; 
for as I am not of levelling principles, lam for prefer- 
ving a due fubordination from inferiors to fuperiors, 

which an equality of profligacy muft totally deftroy. 


A Fair character is a more lucrative thing than peo- - 
ple are generally aware of ; and I am informed that an 
eminent money-fcrivener has lately calculated with great 
accuracy the advantage of it, and that it has turned out 
a clear profit of thirteen and a half per cent in the ge- 
neral tranfactions of life; which advantage, frequently 
repeated, as it muft be in the courfe of the year, amounts 
to a very confiderable object. 


To proceed to a few inftances. If the courtier would 
‘but wear the appearance of truth, promife lefs, and per- 
form more, he would acquire fuch a degree of truft and 
confidence, as would enable him to ftrike on a fudden, 
and with fuccefs, fome fplendid ftroke of perfidy, to 
the infinite advantage of himfelf and his party. 3 


A paTRioT, of all people, fhould be a ftri@t obfer- 
ver of this decorum, if he would (as it is to be prefumed 
he would) bear a good price at the court market. The 
love of his dear country, well acted and little felt, will 
certainly get him into good keeping, and perhaps pro- 
cure him a handfome fettlement for life; but if his 
proftitution be flagrant, he is only made ufe of in cafes 
of the utmoft neceffity, and even then only by cullies, 
I mutt obferve, by the by, that of late the market has 


been a little glutted with patriots, and confequently they 
do not fell quite fo well. 


Frew matters of families are, I fhould prefume, de- 
firous to be robbed indifcriminately by all their fervants; ~ 
and as fervants in general are more afraid of the devil, 
and lefs of the gallows, than their matters, it feems to 
be as imprudent as indecent to remove that wholefome 
fear, either by their examples, or their philofophical 

differtations, 
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differtations, exploding in their prefence, though ever fo 
juftly, all the idle notions of future puniffiments, or of 
moral good and evil. At prefent, honeft faithful fer- 
vants rob their mafters con{cientioufly only in their re- 
{pective ftations; but take away thofe checks and re- 
ftraints which the prejudices of their education have laid 
them under, they will foon rob indifcriminately, and out 
of their feveral-departments ; which would probably cre- 
ate fome little confufion in families, efpecially in nume- 
rous-ones. | 


T cANNoT omit obferving that this decorum extends to 
the little trifling offices of common life; fuch as feeming 
to take a tender and affectionate part, in the health or 
fortune of your acquaintance, and a readinefs and ala- 
crity to ferve them, in things of little confequence to 
them, and of none atalltoyou. Thefe attentions bring 
in good intereft; the weak and the ignorant miftake 
them for the real fentiments of your heart, and give you 
their efteem and friendfhip in return. The wife indeed, 
pay you in your own coin, or by a truck of commodi- 
ties of equal value ; upon which however there is no lofs ; 
fo that upon the whole, this commerce, fkilfully carried 
on, is a very.lucrative one. 


In all my fchemes for the general good of mankind, 
I have always a particular attention to the utility that 
may arife from them to my fair fellow fubjects, for 
whom I have the tendereft and moft unfeigned concern ; 
and I lay hold of this opportunity, moft earneftly to re- 
commend to them the ftricteft obfervance of this decorum. 
I will admit that a fine woman of a certain rank, can- 
not have too many real vices; but at the fame time, I 
do infift upon it, that it is effentially her intereft not to 
have the appearance of any one. This decorum I con- 
fefs, will conceal her conquefts; and prevent her tri- 
umphs ; but on the other hand, if fhe will be pleafed to 
refle& that ‘thofe conquefts are known, fooner or later, 
always to end in her total defeat, fhe will not upon an 
average find herfelf a lofer. There are indeed fome 
hufbatids of fuch humane and hofpitable difpofitions, 
that they feem determined to fhare all their happinefs 
with their friends and acquaintance, fo that with regard 
to fuch hufbands fingly, this decorum were ufelefs: but 
the far greater number are of a churlifh and uncommu- 
: nicative 
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nicative : difpofition, troublefome upon bare fufpicions, 
and brutal:upon proofs, Thefe are capable of inflicting 
upon the fair delinquent the pains and penalties of exile 
and imprifonment at the dreadful manfion-feat, uotwith- 
ftanding the moft folemn proteftations and oaths, backed 
with the moft moving tears, that nothing»really criminal 
has pafled.. But it muft be owned that:of all negatives, 
that is much the hardeft to be proved. ad 


TuouGu deep play be a very innocent and even com- 
_amendable aftiufement in itfelf, it is however, as things 
are yet conftituted, a great breach, nay perhaps the 
higheft violation poffible of the decoram in the fair fex. 
if generally fortunate, it induces fome fufpicion of dex- 
terity; if unfortunate, of debt; and im this latter cafe, 
the ways and meahs for raifing the fupplies neceflary for 
the current year, are’ fometimies fuppofed to be unwar- 
rantable. But what is ftill much more important, is, 
that the agonies of an ill run will disfigure the fineft face 
in the world, and caufe:moft ungraceful emotions: I 
have known a‘beft game fuddenly produced upon a good 
game; ford deep ftake at Bragg or. Commerce, almoft 
#ake the vérmilion turn pale, and elicit from lips, where 
the fweets of Hybla dwelt, and where the loves and gra- 
ces played; -fomhe fufmufed oaths, which though min- 
ced and mitigated a little in their terminations, feemed to 
me, upon the whole, to be rather unbecoming. ~~ 


_ ANOTHER fingular advantage which will arife to thy 
fair countrywomen of diftinction from the obfervance of 
this decorum, is, that they will never want fome credita- 
ble led captain to attend them at a minute’s warning to 
operas, plays, Ranelagh and Vauxhall ; whereas I have 
known fome women of extreme condition, who by neg- 
lecting the decorum, had flatterned away their characters 
to fuch a degree, as to be obliged upon thofe emergencies 
to take up with mere toad-eaters of very equivocal rank 
and charaéter, who by no means graced their entry into 
public places. 


To the young unmarried ladies, I beg leave to repre- 
fent, that this Lives will make a difference of at leaft 
five-and-twenty, if not fifty per cent in their fortunes. 
The pretty men, who have commonly the honour of 
attending them, are ngt in general the marrying kind of 
men 3 
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men; they love:them too much, .or too-little,. know 
them too well, or not well enough, to think of marrying 
‘them, The hufband-like men are a fet of awkward 
-fellows with good eftates, and who not having got the 
better of vulgar: prejudices, lay fome {trefs upon the 
characters of their wives, and the legitimacy of the heirs 
to their eftates and titles. Thefe are to: be caught only 
by /es meurs; the hook muft be baited with the decorum; 
the naked one will not do. 


I must own that it feems, too fevere,to deny young 
-Jadies the innocent amufements of the prefent times, but 
I beg of them to recollect that I mean only with regard 
-to outward’appearances ; and I fhould prefume that sete 
atetes with the pretty men might be contrived and 
‘brought about in places lefs- public than, Kenfington- 
gardens, the two parks, the high roads, or the fireets of 
London. | 


Havine thus combined, as I flatter myfelf that I 
have, the folid enjoyments of vice, with the ufeful ap- 
pearances of virtue, I think myfelf entitled to the thanks 
of my country in general, and to that juft- praife which 
-Horace gives to the author, gut mifcuit utile dulci ; or 
in Englith, who joins the ufeful-with the agreeable. 
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